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RULES 
OF 
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CHAPTER 1240-1-9 
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1240-1-9-.01 ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS. 
 

(1) A Families First group with earnings whose case is closed because their income exceeds the Families 
First income standards may be eligible for five (5) months of Transitional Food Stamps (TFS) if they 
are part of a currently certified food stamp case.  
 
(a) The Families First closure may be because of new or increased earnings, or because another 

circumstance occurred in the case which caused existing earnings (with or without other 
income) to exceed the Families First income standard. 

 
(2) Transitional benefits begin the first month following closure of the Families First case, or as soon as is 

administratively feasible, and continue for a maximum of five (5) months. 
 
(3) A household member who leaves the Transitional Food Stamp household during receipt of TFS 

benefits must re-apply for regular food stamp benefits in order to re-gain food stamp eligibility.  
He/she may not continue to receive Transitional Food Stamp benefits in a separate household. 

 
(4) Transitional benefits continue throughout the five-month period unless the household re-applies and is 

approved for Families First or re-applies for regular food stamp benefits. 
 
(5) Only eligible food stamp household members are eligible for Transitional Food Stamps; i.e., ineligible 

or disqualified individuals are not eligible for TFS. 
 
(6) All food stamp household members do not have to have been receiving Families First to be eligible for 

transitional benefits.  However, if there is an open Families First case remaining within the food stamp 
household, the food stamp household is not eligible for Transitional Food Stamps. 

 
Authority:  T.C.A.§§ 4-5-201 et seq., 4-5-202, 71-1-105, 71-3-154, and 71-5-304; 7 U.S.C.A. §§ 2012(c), 2015(c) 
and 2020(s); 42 U.S.C.A. § 601 et seq.; 7 C.F.R. § 273.12(f)(4); P. L. 107-171 § 4115; and 69 Federal Register 
20724 and 20728, April 16, 2004.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 15, 2004; effective 
February 28, 2005. 
 
1240-1-9-.02 DETERMINING THE TRANSITIONAL FOOD STAMP BENEFIT. 
 

(1) Determine the Transitional Food Stamp allotment by using the earned and unearned income that was 
in the food stamp budget prior to Families First closure and removing the Families First grant from the 
computation. 

 
(2) Assign the household a new certification period that conforms with the five-month transitional period. 
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Authority:  T.C.A.§§ 4-5-201 et seq., 4-5-202, 71-1-105, 71-3-154 and 71-5-304; 7 U.S.C.A. §§ 2012(c), 2015(c) 
and 2020(s); 42 U.S.C.A. § 601 et seq.; 7 C.F.R. § 273.12(f)(4); P. L. 107- 171 § 4115; and 69 Federal Register 
20724 and 20728, April 16, 2004.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 15, 2004; effective 
February 28, 2005.   
 
1240-1-9-.03 CHANGES. 
 

(1) A Transitional Food Stamp household is not required to report changes during the five-month period 
unless a household member leaves the household and applies for food stamps in another household. 

 
(2) The TFS household may apply to be re-certified for the regular Food Stamp Program at any time while 

receiving Transitional Food Stamps. 
 
(3) A TFS household that wishes to increase the level of food stamp benefits because of changes that have 

occurred must re-apply for re-certification through the regular Food Stamp Program.  This includes 
changes such as an increase or decrease in household size or loss of earnings or other income. 

 
(4) The Transitional Food Stamp household is not required to report any changes in household 

circumstances to the worker during the five (5) months of TFS. 
 
(a) No action should be taken on the Transitional Food Stamp case unless the recipient requests 

case closure or re-applies for food stamps in the regular program and is approved, or applies for 
Families First and is approved.   

 
(b) Any reported change would be applied to the regular food stamp benefits following the TFS 

period, when a new food stamp certification period is authorized.  
 
(c) If a household member is disqualified for an Intentional Program Violation during the TFS 

period, the disqualification must be imposed on the individual and the benefits adjusted 
accordingly. 

 
(d) Allotment reduction must be applied if a claim is established. 
 

Authority:  T.C.A.§§ 4-5-201 et seq., 4-5-202, 71-1-105, 71-3-154 and 71-5-304; 7 U.S.C.A. §§ 2012(c), 2015(c) 
and 2020(s); 42 U.S.C.A. § 601 et seq.; 7 C.F.R. § 273.12(f)(4) and 7 C.F.R. § 273.18(g); P. L. 107-171 § 4115; 
and 69 Federal Register 20724 and 20728, April 16, 2004.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 
15, 2004; effective February 28, 2005.   
 
1240-1-9-.04 RE-CERTIFICATION FOR REGULAR FOOD STAMP BENEFITS. 

 
(1) A household may apply for the regular Food Stamp Program at any time during the TFS period.  

 
(a) If a household applies for re-certification during the transitional period but does not follow 

through with the application or is determined to be ineligible for the regular Food Stamp 
Program,  transitional benefits should be continued for the remainder of the five-month period. 
 
1. If the household applies for regular benefits during the transitional period and is 

determined eligible but is entitled to a benefit amount lower than its transitional benefit, 
the household should be encouraged to withdraw its application and continue to receive 
transitional benefits.  

  
2. If the household chooses not to withdraw its application, the re-certification process 

should be completed and the lower benefit authorized beginning with the first month of 
the new certification period. 
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(b) If the household applies for the regular Food Stamp Program and is found eligible for benefits 

higher than its transitional benefits and the TFS benefits have already been issued for the first 
month of regular Food Stamp eligibility, the worker should authorize the approval and issue the 
household a supplement for the difference. 

 
Authority:  T.C.A.§§ 4-5-201 et seq., 4-5-202, 71-1-105, 71-3-154 and 71-5-304; 7 U.S.C.A. §§ 2012(c), 2015(c) 
and 2020(s); 42 U.S.C.A. § 601 et seq.; 7 C.F.R. § 273.12(f)(4); P. L. 107-171 § 4115; and 69 Federal Register 
20724 and 20728, April 16, 2004.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 15, 2004; effective 
February 28, 2005.   
 
1240-1-9-.05 ENDING TRANSITIONAL FOOD STAMP BENEFITS. 

 
(1) Transitional Food Stamp households will be sent an appointment notice for re-certification the month 

before the end of the five-month certification period. 
 
(2) If a household does not respond to the appointment notice, the TFS certification will expire and the 

case will be automatically closed. 
 
Authority: T.C.A.§§ 4-5-201 et seq., 4-5-202, 71-1-105, 71-3-154 and 71-5-304; 7 U.S.C.A. §§ 2012(c), 2015(c) 
and 2020(s); 42 U.S.C.A. § 601 et seq.; 7 C.F.R. § 273.12(f)(4); P. L. 107-171 § 4115; and 69 Federal Register 
20724 and 20728, April 16, 2004.  Administrative History:  Original rule filed December 15, 2004; effective 
February 28, 2005.   
 


