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1660-02-13-.01 DEFINITIONS.  
 

(1) “Abandoned vessel” is a vessel intended as a means of transportation upon or under the 
water, whether or not it is still capable as a means of transportation including watercraft in an 
‘obvious state of disrepair’ such as being burned throughout and/or inoperable under its own 
power which: 

 
(a) has remained unattended on public water(s) of the State of Tennessee, or land 

adjacent to these public water(s) for more than thirty (30) days without the expressed 
consent of the owner(s) or person(s) in control of the property; or 

 
(b) is adrift or submerged for more than thirty (30) days in or upon the public waters of  the 

State of Tennessee; or  
 
(c) a vessel deemed, through due process, to have no ownership; 
 
(d) is left unattended on any public property without notice to the managing  entity of such 

public property for more than thirty (30) days;  
 
(e) has remained on private property without the consent of the owner or person in control 

of the property or, parked or left in a garage, trailer park, or any type of storage or 
parking lot without consent of the managing entity for more than thirty (30) days.  

 
(2) A “dry dock storage facility” is an entity, not on the public waters of Tennessee, where 

vessels, parts and pieces of vessels and components are available for sale or trade and 
stored either inside a building or outside for more than thirty (30) days. 

 
(3) A “wet slip,” “boat dock” or “storage facility” is a commercial business located on the public 

waters of Tennessee, where vessels, parts, and pieces of vessels and components are 
stored either on a dock or within a boat slip. 

 
(4) “Agency” means the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency. 
 

Authority:  T.C.A. §§66-29-132, 69-9-207, 69-9-209 and 70-1-206.  Administrative History:  Original 
rule filed September 20, 2010; effective December 19, 2010. 
 
1660-02-13-.02 NOTIFICATION TO AGENCY. 
 

(1) A person or governmental entity wishing to possess an abandoned vessel shall follow the 
procedures and guidelines set forth by the Agency.  All records of recovered abandoned 
vessels shall be held by the Agency. 
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(2) A state, federal or local law enforcement entity may remove an abandoned vessel that 
constitutes a hazard or obstruction to navigation from the public waters of the State of 
Tennessee.   

 
(3) A person or governmental entity shall notify the Agency within 48 hours after removing or 

recovering an abandoned vessel from the public waters of the State of Tennessee. Upon 
notification, the agency will provide a Notification/Request to Register Abandoned Boat form 
(WR-0932) which the person or entity will fill out and return. The form shall include: where the 
vessel was located prior to recovery, condition of vessel, name of person or entity recovering 
the vessel, date and time vessel was removed/recovered, where vessel is currently stored or 
located, any identification numbers found, and the name, address, and phone number of the 
person responsible for the removed/recovered vessel. A photograph of the vessel must also 
be included with the form. 

 
Authority:  T.C.A. §§66-29-132, 69-9-207, 69-9-209 and 70-1-206.  Administrative History:  Original 
rule filed September 20, 2010; effective December 19, 2010. 
 
1660-02-13-.03  NOTICE TO OWNER(S) AND/OR SECURED PARTY(IES). 
 

(1) If the vessel has a registration number assigned by any State, or if there are means of 
identifying the owner(s) and/or lienholder(s), the Agency will notify the owner(s) and/or 
lienholder(s) at their last known address by certified mail/return receipt requested. 

 
(2) The United States Coast Guard will be provided with a copy of the notice when commercial 

vessels are involved. 
 
(3) The Agency will provide a copy of the notice to the Uniform Commercial Code Division of the 

Office of the Secretary of State if a lienholder is identified. 
 
(4) The notice must contain the following information: 
 

(a) A description of the vessel, including any identifying numbers; 
 
(b) Location of the vessel;   
 
(c) A statement informing the owner(s) and/or the lienholder that the vessel must be 

claimed within thirty (30) days of receipt of notice, if notice is given by certified mail, 
and a statement that if notice is given by publication, the owner(s) and/or the lienholder 
must claim the vessel within 30 days after the last day the notice runs in the 
newspaper. 

 
(d) A statement informing the owner(s) and/or the lienholder(s) that a failure to claim the 

vessel within the prescribed time will constitute the vessel being considered 
abandoned.   

 
(e) A statement informing the owner(s) and/or the lienholder(s) that the vessel will be 

disposed of if no claim is made and the vessel removed within the prescribed time. 
 
(f) In the event the requesting party is a governmental agency, such agency shall have the 

discretion of placing the vessel into service in lieu of auction. 
 

(5) Notice by Publication 
 
 If the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency is unable to determine the last registered 

owner(s) or the identity of any secured party(ies) of the abandoned vessel, or if notice by 
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certified mail is unsuccessful following one (1) attempt, the requesting party shall place a 
notice, to appear for two (2) consecutive publications, in a newspaper of general circulation 
published in the county or city where the vessel was recovered.  The notice by publication 
shall contain the information required under Rule 1660-02-13-.03(4) and shall be published 
within 15 days following the failed attempt at certified mail. 

 
 If notice is given by publication, the owner(s) and/or the lienholder must claim the vessel 

within 30 days after the last day the notice runs in the newspaper. 
 
(6) Failure to recover vessel 
 

(a) If the owner is properly notified prior to recovery and owner does not remove/recover 
vessel within 5 days, the owner may be responsible for all charges incurred in 
removing/recovering the vessel and may be charged with a violation of this rule. 

 
(b) The removal time for the vessel may be immediate if the vessel impedes the use of a 

public facility, or presents a safety, navigational, or environmental hazard. 
 
Authority:  T.C.A. §§66-29-132, 69-9-207, 69-9-209 and 70-1-206.  Administrative History:  Original 
rule filed September 20, 2010; effective December 19, 2010. 
 
1660-02-13-.04 APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF NUMBER. 

 
(1) If the owner(s) or secured party(ies) fails to claim the vessel within 30 days after  the certified 

mail and after the notice by publication is given, the requesting party may  apply to the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency for certificate of number. 

 
(a) The requesting party must provide the following: 
 

1. A completed affidavit for Request to Register Abandoned Boat (WR-0932); and 
 
2. Original copies of the notice of publication as required in Rule 1660-02-13-.03(5); 

and 
 
3. A photograph of the vessel. 
 
4. A Certificate of Deletion issued by the U.S. Coast Guard if the vessel bears an 

official number issued by the Coast Guard or there is other evidence that the 
vessel was documented by the Coast Guard. Applicant must contact the National 
Vessel Documentation Center. 

 
(2) Issuance of Registration: 
 

(a) Upon receipt of the documents noted above, the Tennessee Wildlife Resources    
Agency shall issue a Letter of Authorization form (WR-# 0939) to the applicant that 
allows the county clerk to validate the claimant’s State of Tennessee Application for 
Boat Certificate of Number. 

 
(b) Applicant must submit validated State of Tennessee Application for Boat Certificate of 

Number along with the proper fees to Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency’s 
Registration Division.  

 
(c) All costs incurred in obtaining a certificate of number shall be borne by the applicant. 
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Authority:  T.C.A. §§66-29-132, 69-9-207, 69-9-209 and 70-1-206.  Administrative History:  Original 
rule filed September 20, 2010; effective December 19, 2010. 
 
1660-02-13-.05 VESSELS ABANDONED AT STORAGE FACILITIES. 
 

(1) Any vessel(s) subject to this rule shall be available for inspection by a commissioned officer 
of the TWRA during normal business hours. This vessel inspection shall include but not be 
limited to: 

 
(a) Documentation records; 
 
(b) All identification numbers; 
 
(c) All records, receipts, or transfers of ownership;  
 
(d) Any other paper work which may show vessel origination; and 
 
(e) Physical inspection of vessels, or parts thereof, located at these facilities. 
 

Authority:  T.C.A. §§66-29-132, 69-9-207, 69-9-209 and 70-1-206.  Administrative History:  Original 
rule filed September 20, 2010; effective December 19, 2010. 
 


